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real, "convicted of the worst crime." Upon his
consenting to become " the executioner of Justice,"
his sentence is commuted, and he escapes death.

" There were few eels this year, and there was a
great tendency to destitution." But " there was a
prodigious abundance of white partridges; more than
1,200 had been killed at beauport within a month."

LXVI. The Relation of 1647-48 consists, like
most of its predecessors, of two parts. Part I., con-
taining ten chapters, is by the superior, Jerome Lale-
mant, who dates his report to the provincial in Paris,
of affairs on the Lower St. Lawrence, at Quebec,
October 15, 1648; Part II., divided into seventeen
chapters, treats of the Huron mission, and is by Paul
Ragneneau, who writes from the Huron country
under date of April 16, 1648. We herewith present
the first eight chapters of Part I.; the document will
be concluded in Vol. XXXIII.

In commencing his report, Lalemant mentions the
change in the governorship of Canada, by which
D'Ailleboust supersedes Montmagny. One of the
vessels from France brings three new Hospital nuns,
but also was afflicted on the voyage by an epidemic,
which caused several deaths; among these was that
of Pierre le Gardeur de Repentigny. Some account
is given of the three new nuns. Lalemant sketches
the career of Jean Amyot, who was drowned in the
St. Lawrence, and highly eulogizes his character —
especially in respect to purity. '' He was about to
be married, when he died. His comrades were
surprised at his modesty, for he made love like an
Angel, as it were."

An Iroquois band conies to Montreal, pretending
to seek peace and desire friendship; but they intend


